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What is an open innovation challenge?

It's an open call made to persons, groups, organizations or communities to propose 
business ideas that solve a specific problem in an innovative, collaborative and sustainable 
way. After a selection process, the best ideas are awarded with funding and training to 
conceptualize and develop their social business model.

What is the problem that is being challenged?

Crime and violence are among the biggest issues having a big impact on the life of young 
males and females in Belize. Specifically, the four categories of the challenge are: 
education, recreation, parenting, and employment. 

How can I apply for the challenge?

Enter www.iadb.org/changedahstory and click on ʻparticipateʼ. To upload an idea, you 
must create a profile on the platform, either by connecting with your Facebook account or 
creating a new user account using your email address. With the profile created, you can 
proceed to upload your idea, defining a name, writing a detailed description and 
attaching images or videos to explain your idea better.

What kind of ideas are we looking for?

The ideas must propose to solve in an innovative way the problem that the challenge 
presented. This idea not only has to propose a different way of addressing the problem, 
but it must also have a sustainability and replicability focus, in order to be capable of 
generating long-term impact at different scales.

How do I know if my idea is innovative?

Innovative ideas are not necessarily great inventions or technological solutions. They can 
be new ways of organizing work, improving quality, providing services that best adapt to 
users needs and environmental challenges. They can also be business models that are 
innovative for the context.

Can someone steal my idea?

The open innovation platform is open and seeks collaborative knowledge. The ideas 
uploaded to the platform can be seen and commented by any user of the digital platform, 
opening up to the possibility of receiving feedback from others to develop more broadly.

What are the open call funding opportunities?

The funding that the challenge winners receive is a non-refundable financing. Its manage-
ment will be subject to the budgetary needs of each of the winning business models and to 
an agreement established by IDB.

If I already have a social business underway, can I apply?

Yes, with this challenge we are also in search of existing businesses that want to apply 
some idea or process of innovation inside their model, whether in the development of a 
new product or service, in the definition of a marketing channel, as well as in the innova-
tion of its production and / or internal organization schemes.

What if a team member is younger than 18? 

That is fine, as long as the main applicant is 18 years or older.



In 2009 the poverty rate in childhood was 
more than 50%, exceeding the national 
average of 41%; and about 65% of children 
experience some type of violence, be it 
physical, psychological or other (PAHO, 
2016; UNICEF, 2016). In addition, 44% of 
young people between 10 to 19 years of age 
do not have access to all basic services and 
31% of women between 15 to 19 are already 
married or living with their partners 
(UNICEF, 2015; UNFPA and the Council of 
Population, 2011). 

Crime and violence are among the biggest 
issues in Belize. The country is in the top six in 
Latin America and the Caribbean in homicide 
rate with 35.9% per 100,000 inhabitants 
(Dalby & Carranza, 2019). Crime is very 
common amongst vulnerable youth, specially 
between 18 to 25. According to the Belize 
Crime Observatory, in March 2019 there 
were 1,160 inmates incarcerated at the 
Belize Central Prison, out of which 29.8% 
where between 18 and 25 years of age. In 
addition, there were 20 inmates who were 
under 18.

Crime and violence also have strong impact 
on the life of young males and females. 
According to Belize Crime Observatory, from 
2016 to 2018, 1,884 young people were 
victims of crimes, out of which 741 were 
between 25 to 29 years old and 714 
between 20 to 24 years old. In addition, 655 
suffered aggravated assault, 529 burglary, 
337 robbery, 178 were killed and 98 
suffered a death attack.
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